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seem to have made the Company's servants very
independent. We constantly find them throwing
up the service and going away, without waiting
for permission. Brabourne went off to Madras,
after delivering over the fort to Mr. Simon Cowse,
who had long resided there, apparently as a private
merchant, and who proved, as times went, a good
servant to the Company. The Company's service
in those days was full of intrigue and personal
quarrels. The merchant second in rank at Anjengo,
John Kyffin, intrigued against Cowse so success-
fully, that Cowse was deposed, and Kyffin was
made chief of the settlement. He appears to have
been a thoroughly unscrupulous man. To enrich
himself in his private pepper trade che stuck at
nothing/ He took part in the local intrigues of
Attinga, from which his predecessors had held
aloof, played into the hands of Poola Venjamutta,
quarrelled with the other local officials, and be-
haved with great violence whenever there was the
slightest hitch in his trade. Kyffin's want of
loyalty to the Company was still more clearly
shown by his friendly dealings with their rivals,
a proceeding that was strictly forbidden.

In  June,  1717,  Kyffin  made  known  to  the
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